[Adriamycin, cyclophosphamide, vincristine and methotrexate combination chemotherapy of small cell lung cancer].
Twenty-two patients who had not received previous chemotherapy for small cell lung cancer were treated with a combination of adriamycin (30 mg/m2, i.v., on day 1), cyclophosphamide (500 mg/m2, i.v., on day 1, and 350 mg/m2, i.v., on day 8), vincristine (1 mg/m2, i.v., on day 1) and methotrexate (20 mg/m2, i.v., on days 1 and 8). This chemotherapy regimen was repeated at 3- or 4-week intervals. Among 20 evaluable patients, none showed complete response but 14 (70%) showed a partial response, with a median response duration of 8 weeks (range, 4-20 weeks). The median survival time for the 20 evaluable patients was 28 weeks. Toxicity included mild to moderate hematologic toxicity, alopecia and nausea and vomiting. This combination chemotherapy appears to be suboptimal for the treatment of small cell lung cancer, with no complete responses and a relatively short median survival time.